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Contributing Essayists
Gwendolyn Zoharah Simmons, Ph.D., is a feminist 
scholar of Islam and former SNCC Organizer. She is Assis-
tant Professor of Religion at the University of Florida, where 
her primary academic focus is on Islamic law and its impact 
on contemporary Muslim women. She conducted research in 
Jordan, Egypt, Palestine and Syria on the Shari’ah’s impact 
on women, contemporarily and the women’s movements 
in those countries to change these laws. Dr. Simmons also 
teaches on the topics of African-American religious traditions 
and race, religion, and rebellion.  She is currently completing 
a manuscript for New York University Press whose working 
title is: Muslim Feminism – A Call for Reform.  Dr. Simmons 
has a thorough grounding in Sufism (the mystical stream in 
Islam) having studied for seventeen years with the contem-
porary Sufi Mystic, Shaykh M.R. Bawa Muhaiyadeen.  In addi-
tion to her academic and spiritual studies she has a long his-
tory in the area of civil rights, human rights and peace work, 
which includes being a member of the staff of the American 
Friends Service Committee, a Quaker-based, international 
peace and justice non-governmental organization for twenty 
three years. 

Tamara L. Xavier, M.Ed., is an avant-garde dance artist 
who applies deep listening and positive consciousness to the 
fore.  Currently based in Philadelphia, PA, where she is com-
pleting a Ph.D. degree in Dance at Temple University. Tamara 
choreographs innovative dance dramas that raise awareness 
of current human rights issues and harkens back to Afro-
Caribbean mythopoetic imagery.  She was initiated into the 
world of experimental dance films via her collaboration with 
award-winning filmmaker Tina Morton in Morton’s If You Call 
Them. As Director of Choreography for the documentary film 
NO! and Choreographer/Performer in the documentary film 
Enemy on the Inside: Who holds you accountable?, Tamara 
has had the opportunity to create narrative movement vi-
gnettes for Aishah Shahidah Simmons and Grace Poore, re-
spectively, two award-winning women of color film directors 
and activists committed to breaking the silence around sexual 
violence endured by women and children. She has performed 
with maverick artists such as The Hydrogen Jukebox, Leah 
Stein, Ju-Yeon Ryu, Victoria Rothstein, Monica McIntyre and 
is showcased in Academy Award®-winning filmmaker Wendy 
Weinberg’s documentary The Art of Activism.  Her dream cho-
reographic assignment would be to make a dance work with 
the phenomenal dancers of Urban Bush Women set to lyrics 
written by Mary J. Blige.

Graphic Designer
Kavita Rajanna is a freelance graphic designer, with a fo-
cus on using design as a tool of resistance and storytelling 
in support of social change. A South Indian with roots across 
the US South (from Selma to Atlanta) and the Global South 
(Bangalore), she has extensive experience with community-
based and cultural work, having lived and worked in Atlanta, 
GA and New York City. She currently lives in Philadelphia 
where she is involved in community-based/solidarity work 
that supports grassroots movement building.

NO! Logo Design/Website Designer
Traci McKindra graduated from Drake University in 2002 
with a B.A. in Graphic Design and a specialized minor in Arts 
Management (with advertising, marketing and management 
coursework). She is senior art director in the Midwest offices 
of Integer Group in Des Moines, IA. Traci also freelances as a 
logo and web designer for Lori Robinson ( LoriRobinson.com), 
Aishah Shahidah Simmons (NOtheRapeDocumentary.org) 
and National Organization of Sisters of Colors Ending Sexual 
Assault (SistersLead.org). As a member of St. Paul A.M.E. 
Church, she serves as a Sunday School teacher, Unity Choir 
and Praise Team member, and attends the Women’s Minis-
try. Traci (with partner Alesha Hartin) has also done some 
freelance print design work for the St. Paul A.M.E. Church 
Transformation Center, a half-way house and social service 
agency being sponsored by her church. Traci also works in the 
community as a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
and a spiritual advisor to the Drake Gospel Choir.

Copy Editor
Paul Farber is a cultural critic whose writing has appeared 
in Vibe, Blender, Complex, Philadelphia Weekly, Strut, and 
Mass Appeal,  and on the internet on America Online and 
Outsports.  He is currently a doctoral student in the Program 
for American Culture at the University of Michigan.

Legal Services
Tonya M. Evans-Walls, Esquire, is the managing attorney 
and principal of TME LAW. She practices in the areas of public 
finance, intellectual property, literary law, and estate plan-
ning. The firm is listed in the Red Book. She is also adjunct 
professor at York College of Pennsylvania, teaching Music Li-
censing, Publishing, and Copyright. Ms. Evans-Walls is a poet 
and the author of Literary Law Guide for Authors: Copyright, 
Trademark, and Contracts in Plain Language, Seasons of Her 
and SHINE! Her short story, Not Tonight appears in an anthol-
ogy titled Proverbs for the People, published by Kensington. 
www.tmelaw.net
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Acknowledgements
This Study Guide would not exist were it not for the full financial support of the Ford Foundation. Aishah is deeply grate-
ful to Orlando Bagwell a powerfully gifted, award-winning filmmaker in his own right, for believing in Aishah’s vision and 
recognizing the importance of making NO! accessible on a global level. In addition to Unveiling the Silence: NO! The Rape 
Documentary Study Guide, Orlando’s support, on behalf of the Ford Foundation, means that NO! will be subtitled into French 
(Carole Crawford), Spanish (Evelyne Laurent-Perrault), and Portuguese (Maristela de Salles Duarte Smith, Neide Bollinger, 
Rachel E. Harding); and there will be a NO! supplemental educational video (edited and scored by Monica Dillon) that will 
feature highlighted excerpts of the thirty plus hours that didn’t make it into the final version of NO! 

Aishah is also very appreciative of the hard work and support of the people behind the making of Unveiling the Silence: NO! 
The Rape Documentary Study Guide.

As the primary author, Salamishah Tillet worked tirelessly on the content of this guide, while addressing all of Aishah’s 
requests and editorial comments, under some fairly stringent deadlines.  As the secondary author, Rachel Afi Quinn, also 
worked diligently on the content of the guide, while also participating with the design of the guide.  With Aishah’s direction 
and editorial supervision, Salamishah and Rachel created an invaluable resource that enhances NO! The Rape Documentary 
because this study guide serves as a tangible “hands on” educational-activist discussion tool that really encourages viewers 
to challenge their thinking about heterosexual rape and other forms of sexual violence, while giving a road map on how one 
can become an active participant in the movements to end all forms sexual violence. 

The scholar-activist contributions of Gwendolyn Zoharah Simmons and Tamara L. Xavier added two important components 
on the critical roles of religion and dance/movement in ending sexual violence.  Their contributions are also of special signifi-
cance to Aishah because, in addition to being Aishah’s mother, and comrade in the global movement to end violence against 
women, Zoharah was the first woman who agreed to be interviewed in NO!; and Tamara has been involved with NO!, as a 
co-producer, since its conception in October 1994.  Additionally, as the director of choreography of NO!, Tamara is responsible 
for the inclusion of dance in NO!

Kavita Rajanna’s political artistic eye brought another important dimension to the beautiful look and feel of the design of 
this study guide.

Paul Farber’s editorial pen provided critical assistance to both Salamishah and Aishah as they prepared the guide for final 
delivery to Kavita.

Tonya Evans-Walls’, Esquire, legal expertise and advice made sure that every single legal “T” was crossed and “I” was dotted 
before this Study Guide went into production.

Traci McKindra’s NO! logo design; and NO! website design and ongoing maintenance gives NO! a distinct artistic look and 
powerful presence in the cyber universe and the real world.

Among many things, were it not for Cornelius Moore, Co-Director of California Newsreel, and Rahdi Taylor formerly Director 
of Marketing and Communications at California Newsreel at California Newsreel, and presently the Associate Director of Sun-
dance Documentary Film Program; Aishah would not know much less have the pleasure of working with Rachel Afi Quinn.

Wadia L. Gardiner’s administrative, logistical, organizational, and managerial support, were invaluable resources and price-
less gifts to Aishah.

Monica Dillon’s marketing strategies, and more importantly her consistent shoulder to lean on and ear to listen to, were pre-
cious gifts to Aishah.

The financial support of Tyree Cinque Simmons aka “DJ Drama”, Aishah’s brother and ninth birthday present, helped Aishah 
to give NO! the final push across the finish line.

www.NOtheRapeDocumentary.org
mailto:contact@notherapedocumentary.org
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Since NO! conception in 1994, Michael Simmons has played a pivotal role in the development, evolution, completion, and 
international promotion of NO!, as the creative advisor, a featured interviewee, and equally as important as Aishah’s father 
and comrade in the global movement to end violence against women.

Since 1992, Dr. Clara Whaley-Perkins has been a critical guide on Aishah’s journey called life. Dr. Whaley-Perkins’ support 
created a road map for Aishah to develop compassion and empathy for herself as a survivor and by extension for all women 
who are survivors.

Infinite Thank you’s to Robert J. Brand, founder and executive director of Solutions of Progress, Inc., who, since 1996 has 
provided in-kind institutional support to AfroLez® Productions and NO! The Rape Documentary.

In December 1994, during a scriptwriting workshop at Scribe Video Center, Toni Cade Bambara encouraged Aishah to channel 
her rage and pain about the rape and sexual assault of women of African descent in the United States of America to images 
on paper.  This channeling enabled Aishah to dig deep into her psychic ancestral memory to create “A State of Rage,” a 
choreopoem, which served as the critical roadmap from which NO! was created. Toni’s physical transition happened ten years 
before Aishah was able to get NO! across the finish line. However, through her invaluable lessons and priceless gift, Toni’s 
Black*feminist*revolutionary*cultural worker*Spirit was with Aishah every step of the way.

The making of NO! has been a hardcore collaborative effort under Aishah’s leadership and vision. It literally took an international 
village to make NO! an award-winning, internationally celebrated reality. There are so many women and men who have given 
their creative, technical, scholarly, activist, and legal expertise behind the NO! camera lens. NO! would not exist without the 
support of numerous individuals and institutions.  While it is literally impossible to list every single institution and individual 
who played a role, in one way or another in the making of NO! it is very important to Aishah that she list many of the funders 
and supporters, on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean that played a role in helping her to get NO! across the finish line. 

Major Institutional and Individual Funding for NO! provided by:
North American Funding:
The Ford Foundation 
Robert J. Brand/Solutions for 

Progress, Inc.
Valentine Foundation
The Leeway Foundation 
Bread & Roses Community Fund
ASTRAEA Lesbian Foundation For 

Justice
Rev. Nelson Pierce, Jr.
Delaware Valley Legacy Fund of the 

Philadelphia Foundation
Bernice Johnson Reagon, Ph.D.
Gloria Steinem Fund of the 

Ms. Foundation for Women
Michael Simmons
Gwendolyn Zoharah Simmons, Ph.D.
Tyree Cinque Simmons
1998 Audre Lorde Legacy Award of the 

Union Institute Center for Women
Womens Way Discretionary Fund

Additional North American 
Funding/Support was 
provided by:
 Tamara L. Xavier/MOON WISDOM 

DANCES
Joan Brannon/Ashe’ Productions
Gail Lloyd and Angela Gillem, Ph.D.
Janelle White, Ph.D.
Aaronette M. White, Ph.D. 
Clara Whaley Perkins, Ph.D.
Wadia L. Gardiner
Salamishah Tillet
Scheherazade Tillet
Kevin Powell
Ayoka Chenzira
C. Nicole Mason, Ph.D./ 

National Women’s Alliance, Inc.
Mishann Lau
Sonia Sanchez
Johnetta Betsch Cole, Ph.D.
Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Ph.D.
Alice Walker
Black Men In Support of the Film NO!
National Host Committee for 

NO! Benefit

Ulester Douglas
Tamara K. Nopper
K.I.A., Inc.
George McCullough/

Drexel University TV54
Harmony Image Productions, Inc.
Dwight Williams
BLUBLAK ULTRA MEDIA, LLC
Lula Christopher/Boston Black 

Women’s Health Initiative
H. Tia Juana Malone
Christine Bond
Lynn Roberts, Ph.D./Urban Public Health 

Program, Hunter College
Elsa Barkley Brown, Ph.D.
Lisa Boyd
Loretta Ross
INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence
Open Meadows Foundation, Inc.
Esperanza Anderson, Esq.
Funding Exchange
Bryan Proffitt
Walter L. Dozier, Ph.D.
County Executive Office, Prince George’s 

County Government 

www.NOtheRapeDocumentary.org
mailto:contact@notherapedocumentary.org
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Office of the Sheriff, Prince George’s 
County, Maryland

Prince George’s County Council
1998 Roy W. Dean Film Grant Finalist/

Studio Film and Tape, Inc.
Tina Morton/ If The Creek Don’t 

Rise Productions
Tyrone Smith
Denise C. Jones
Evelyne Laurent-Perrault
Oyatunde Amakisi
Mojisola Sonoiki/àFRIsistahs
Skye Ward
Heba A. Nimr
Wanda R. Moore
Funky LB
Cara Page
Torkwase Madison Dyson
Rachel Harding, Ph.D./

Veterans of Hope Project
Michelle Parkerson
Storme Webber
Amadee L. Braxton
Linda Holmes
Thomas Glave
Rahdi Taylor
Cornelius Moore
Loretta Horton/Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of America
Audrey Washington
Sarah Poindexter
Renee K. Harrison
American Women’s Heritage Society, Inc.
Tiona McClodden/BLAACKWOMYN 

Productions
2000 Production of Vagina 

Monologues (Harvard University)
Pennsylvania National Organization 

for Women Education Fund
Amnesty International USA/

Women’s Human Rights Program
Monica Dillon
Ruby Sales
Glenda Gracia

European Funding/Support 
was provided by:
Cineffable
Nassira Hedjerassi, Ph.D.
Carole Crawford
Groupe Du 6 Novembre
Cercle des Libres Penseurs de 

Bruxelles
Shay Mané & Tania Petit
Ayanna Serwa
Anne Crémieux, Ph.D.

Veruska Bellistri
Roberta Padovano
Agape Lesbian Stage
Esohe Aghatise, J.D./

Associazione Iroko Onlus
Antonella D’Annibale
Ufficio Politiche di Genere Della 

Citta di Torino
Circolo Maurice
Monica Pietrangeli
Catarina Lizzano
Ana Maria Vega Alexanderson
Elisa Natali
La Casa Per Non Subire Violenza  

di Bologna
Arcilesbica Bologna
Fuoricampo Lesbian Group
Azione Gay e Lesbica di Firenze
Lune e le altre
Coordinamento Lesbiche Romane
Casa Internazionale delle Donne
Donne in Genere
Differenza Donna
Queering Sapienza
La Mela di Eva (La Sapienza)
Associazione Cuturale Artemisia
Associazaione Le Bisce d’aqcua
Collettive Femministe Libere Tutte

Additional Post-Production Support for NO! was provided by:
Spelman College, The Women’s Research and Resource Center’s Digital Moving Image Salon / Artist-in-Residence

Members of Black Men in Support of the film NO! March 7, 2003
Hiphop Speaks and the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, Harlem, NY
Ras Baraka
St. Clair Bourne
Tyree Cinque Simmons/

DJ Drama
Ulester Douglas
Michael Eric Dyson
Alfred A. Edmonds, Jr. 

Dr. Ibrahim Abdurrahman 
Farajaje’
Thomas Glave
Byron Hurt
Christopher C. Logan
Erik McDuffie
Mark Anthony Neal

Sulaiman Nuriddin
Jeffrey O. G. Ogbar
Eternal Polk
Kevin Powell (Founder)
Marcus Reeves
Michael Simmons
Tyrone Smith

Alvin Starks
Brook Stephenson
Kalamu Ya Salaam
Yemi Toure 
Cheo Tyehimba

NEW YORK CITY NO!™ BENEFIT RECEPTION AND SCREENING 
Brookdale Auditorium, Hunter College October 24, 2003

Members of the National Host Committee:
Ta’Juanna D. Anderson
Joy Bostic
Amadee L. Braxton (Chair)
Farai Chideya
Judy Claude
Johnnetta Betsch Cole
Dana Ain Davis
Ulester Douglas
Michael Eric Dyson
Torkwase Madison Dyson

  Thomas Glave
  Farah Jasmine Griffin
  Beverly Guy-Sheftall
  Kim F. Hall
  Linda J. Holmes
  Del R. Hornbuckle
  Gerald Horne
  Robin D. G. Kelley
  Valentine R. H. King
  Manning Marable

  C. Nicole Mason
  Leith Mullings
  Jill Nelson
  Kathy Perkins
  Dianne Pinderhughes
  Kevin Powell
  Beth E. Richie
  Lynn Roberts
  Tricia Rose
  Gwendolyn Zoharah Simmons

  Michael Simmons
  Barbara Smith
  Alvin Starks
  Sister Scholars, NYC
  Salamishah M. Tillet
  Aaronette M. White
  Janelle White
  Traci C. West

www.NOtheRapeDocumentary.org
mailto:contact@notherapedocumentary.org
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VERY SPECIAL AND COUNTLESS THANK YOU’S
Very special and countless thank you’s to all of the featured courageous survivors who entrusted us with their rape and sexual 
assault testimonies; and to the scholars and activists who generously shared their research, writings, scholarship, and activism 
both in front of the camera, and behind the camera. (Both listings are in alphabetical order by first name.)

Michael Simmons
Gwendolyn Zoharah Simmons
Monica Dillon
Tyree Cinque “DJ Drama” Simmons &

Soyini Thwaites
•••

Aaronette M. White
Black Men In Support of the Film NO!
Christie Balka
Clara Whaley-Perkins
Cornelius Moore
Debra Zimmerman
Dwight Williams

Gail Lloyd & Angela Gillem
INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence
Inelle Cox Bagwell & Pat Clark
Janelle White
Joan Brannon
Jocelyn Jones-Arnold
Joo-Hyun Kang
Kevin Powell
Linda Perkins
Lisa Gilden
Louis Massiah
National Host Committee for NO! Benefit
Orlando Bagwell

Rahdi Taylor
Robert J. Brand & Liz Werthan
Salamishah Tillet & 

Solomon Steplight
Sarah Neuburger
Scheherazade Tillet
Sharon LaCruise
Tamara L. Xavier
Tina Morton
UBUNTU
Wadia L. Gardiner
Walidah Imarisha
Yvonne Welbon

Aaron Burrison
Adenike Walker
Adrienne Davis
Ahmeenah Young
Alexis Pauline Gumbs
Alice Walker
Alicia Beatty
Amadee L. Braxton
Anne Cremieux
Ashara Ekundayo
Audree Irons
Ayanna Serwaa
Ayoka Chenzira
Bahamadia
Barbara Kigozi
Barbara Kopple
Barbara Smith
Beandrea T. Davis
Bernice Johnson Reagon
Beth Richie & Cathy Cohen
Bettye White
Beverly Guy-Sheftall
Bryan Proffitt
Byllye Avery
C. Nicole Mason
Cara Page

Carla Thompson
Carol Dean
Carole Crawford
Cassendre Xavier
Catarina Lizzano
Celeste A-Re
Charlene Gilbert
Charlotte El Amin
Charlotte Pierce-Baker
Clara Wright
Clarence Lusane
Corey “Spice” Spicer
Cristine Bond
Dana Ain-Davis
Darlene Jordan
Daviná Stewart
Deborah Coy
Deborah Poland
Deborah Wyse
Delilah Rumburg
Denise Brown
Denise C. Jones
Dianne Forte
Dina H. Portnoy
Donald White
Elaine Brown

Elisa Natali
Elsa Barkley Brown
Erik & Marlah McDuffie
Esohe Aghatise
Esperanza Anderson
Etang Inyang
Evelyne Laurent-Perrault
Farah Jasmine Griffin
Felicia Webster
Frederica Massiah-Jackson
Friedarike Santaner
Gayle Olson
George Tomaccio
Gerald Horne
Giscard (JEE EYE ZEE) Xavier
Glenda Gracia
Gloria Steinem
H. Tia Juana Malone
Harvey Finkle
Heather Griffin
Heba A. Nimr
Honorée Fanonne Jeffers
Jacqui Patterson
Jaimie Pyle
Jami Sanders
Janine Spruill

Joan Morgan
Joanne Vannicola
John Ali
Johnnetta Betsch Cole
John T. Dickerson, Jr.
Jules Faloquet
Julie Dulani
K. Brent Hill
K. Maori Holmes
Kagendo Murungi
Kara Lynch
Karen Baker
Karen Singleton & 

Suraiya Baluch
Karen Smith
Kavita Rajanna
Kia Steave Dickerson
Kim Mayhorn
Kim Rose
Kimberly Clark-Carlton
KJ Mohr
Klancy Miller
Kristina Palmer
Larry Olomofe
Linda Carranza
Linda J. Holmes 

COuntless Thanks: 

Special Thanks: 

www.NOtheRapeDocumentary.org
mailto:contact@notherapedocumentary.org
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In Memory Of:

Lisa Bowleg
Loretta Brown
Loretta Ross
Lori Robinson
Lula Christopher
Lynn Roberts
Madeline Lim
Marcia Pemberton
Marie Ali
Marilyn Robinson
Maristela Smith
Mark Anthony Neal
Marsha Thorne
Men Stopping Violence, Inc.
Michael Hinson
Michele Gibbs
Michelle Coe
Michelle Parkerson
Mishann Lau
Mojisola Sonoiki
Monica Pietrangeli
Monty Yellock
Nadine Houtpankin
Nadine Patterson

Nancy Schwartzman
Nassira Hedjerassi
Nationwide Women’s 

Program, American Friends 
Service Committee

Nia Wilson
Nicole A. Childers
Nikki Harmon
Oliver J. Williams
Oyatunde Amakisi
P. Sagwa Chabeda
Paule Marshall
Philadelphia Independent

Film/Video Association
Rachel Afi Quinn
Rachel Harding
Reanae McNeal
Rebecca Alpert
Reynelda Ware-Muse
Roberta Padovano
Robin Stone
Rosetta Williams
Roxanna Walker-Canton
Ruby Sales & 

Cheryl Blakenship
Samiya A. Bashir
Sande Smith
Sandra Lubjinkovich
Sarah Poindexter
Serena Reed
Shannone Holt
Shari Frilot
Sharon Mullally
Shay Mané & Tania Petit
Skye Ward
Sonia Sanchez
Stacey Tolbert
Suheir Blackeagle
Sulaiman Nuriddin
Sylvia Wright
Tamara K. Nopper
Tatiana Houtpankin
Thema Bryant-Davis
Theresa Jaynes
Theresa M. Lewis-King
Third World Coalition, 

American Friends 
Service Committee

Thomas Glave
Tiona McClodden
Toni Brown
Tonya Evans-Walls
Torkwase Madison Dyson
Traci McKindra
Tracy Sharpley-Whiting
Trina Jackson
Tyrone Smith
Ulester Douglas
Vanessa Agard-Jones
Veruska Bellistri
Veterans of Hope Project
Victoria Robertson
W. Jelani Cobb
Wanda R. Moore
Willie L. Chapman
Women In The Life
Yes to NO! Committee 

(Fort Wayne, IN)
Yvonne Bynoe
Zakiya T. Luna
Zami (Atlanta, GA)
Zeinabu irene Davis

Lucy Goldsby
Hattie Goldsby Temple
John Temple
“Mother” Robinson
Zebede Robinson
Whitney Simmons
Rhoda Bell Temple Robinson 
Hudson Douglas
Jackson Waldo White, Sr.
Henderson Cranford
Mattie Garrett Cranford
Rebecca Garrett Wilson
John W. Simmons
Alice Bostic Simmons
Maggie Pagan White
Major Robinson
Reginald Gennett Simmons
Willie Simmons
Wesley Cranford

Jessie Neal Hudson
Lula Simmons Thompson
Corinne Simmons Trumpler
Ollie B. Smith
Clarence Thompson
Charlie Brown
Mattie Simmons Brown
Lillie Bell Hall
Elizabeth White Paterson
Rebecca White Simmons 

Chapman
Helen White
Emma Reid
Cristina Simmons
•••

Clara Carter Allison
Wanda Alston
Ella Baker
Toni Cade Bambara

Shani Baraka
Ida Wells Barnett
Rosemary Cubas
Ossie Davis
Maria Carla Gerbasi
Sakia Gunn
Fannie Lou Hamer
Saralee Hamilton
Lorraine Hansberry
Rosemarie Freeney Harding
Essex Hemphill
Billie Holiday
Jacquetta Holley
Rayshon Holmes
Joan Howard
Zora Neale Hurston
Dorothy “Dottie” Jones
Maggie Jones
June Jordan

Coretta Scott King
Roz Leonard
Audre Lorde
William “Bill” Meek, Sr., 
Barbara Moffett
Vernon James Morris
Jane Motz
Pat Parker
Ma Rainey
Beah Richards
Marlon T. Riggs
Beverly Robinson
Ruby Doris Smith Robinson
Tyree Scott
Nina Simone
Bessie Smith
Harriet Tubman
Sojourner Truth
Shelley Zinzi Taylor

www.NOtheRapeDocumentary.org
mailto:contact@notherapedocumentary.org
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What People Are Saying About NO!:

If the Black community in the Americas and in the world would save itself, it must complete the work this 
film begins.

– Alice Walker, Pulitzer Prize Winning Author, The Color Purple

I have seen a lot of documentaries about sexual violence in my 15 years as a film programmer, and ‘NO!’ 
is by far the most well made, riveting, and poignant… The strength of ‘NO!’ in reaching its viewers is 
significant, it’s scope and ability to compel are astounding – all women can relate to this film.

– KJ Mohr, Film & Media Arts Programmer, National Museum of Women in the Arts

This DVD helps raise awareness about sexual assault and violence. Especially useful for counselors working 
with high-school and college students facing similar pressures and situations.

– Booklist

The notion “speaking truth to power” has been a hallmark of Black political struggle in the United States, 
but it has been increasingly clear that “speaking truth” was often solely reserved for Black men, especially 
when Black men themselves were the subject of scrutiny. In the spirit of women like Anna Julia Cooper, 
Mary Church Terrell, Zora Neale Hurston, Audre Lorde, Toni Cade Bambara, Pat Parker, June Jordan and 
Michele Wallace, filmmaker Aishah Shahidah Simmons dares to “speak truth to power” with the emphatic 
power that the very exclamation NO! is intended to convey.

– Mark Anthony Neal, Scholar and Author, New Black Man

The Power of NO! lies not just in regaining lost voices, but in re-visioning and repositioning Black women’s 
history and current reality… One of the strengths of the film is that it does not show the women broken. 
They come across as whole human beings with agency and insight.

– Walidah Imarisha, Left Turn Magazine

Given the level of violence against women in this country, we owe it to ourselves and to future generations 
not to turn our backs on this film. For in ignoring this film we would once again be ignoring the voices of 
women.

– Kevin Powell, Activist and Author, Who’s Gonna Take the Weight: Manhood, Race and Power in America

With the eye of a poet and the rigor of a sociologist, Aishah Shahidah Simmons exposes an ugly reality 
of sexual violence. This is cinematic activism at its finest, as it is both a call to action and an expertly 
constructed documentary.

– Gerald Horne, Scholar and Author, Race Woman: The Lives of Shirley Graham DuBois

AfroLez® Productions, LLC 
PO Box 58085
Philadelphia, PA 19102-8085

001.215.701.6150

www.NOtheRapeDocumentary.org




