Salamishah Tillet is one of the survivors and
activists featured in the documentary.

SCHEHERAZADE TILLET

ALL THE WOMEN ARE WHITE, ALL THE BLACKS ARE MEN,
AND MANY OF US HAVE BEEN RAPED

One fitlmmaker confronts sexual violence against Black women.

By LaVon Rice

WHEN AISHAH SHAHIDAH SIMMONS was in South Africa
celebrating the end of legalized apartheid with the rest of
the country, one nagging fact kept her from completely
surrendering to the festive moment. “South Africa has
one of the highest rape rates in the world,” the 37-year-old,
Philadelphia-based filmmaker says. Then 25, Simmons was
part of the American Friends Service Committee’s official
delegation to observe South Africa’s “first and free non-
racial” election. But a Black South African female activist
gave Simmons a poster that would change her life. “One
of the most violent social settings in South Africa is in the
home,” it read. As she recalls in an article published in The
Black Scholar, "Even with my Black feminist upbringing, |
only saw oppression in South Africa through a racial lens.”
So she adjusted the lens to focus on intraracial sexual
violence later that year. Her film, NO!, released last year,
explores sexual violation and healing in America’s Black
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communities. In the culturally rich tradition of “speaking
truth to power,” Black women scholars, artists and survivors
detail how they have historically been and continue to be
twice betrayed—by the Black men who assault them and by
the larger Black community that looks the other way. They
also call attention to the failure of Black leadership to force-
fully condemn the sexual abuse of Black women and girls at
the hands of Black men and boys—although some of those
leaders were quite vociferous when Tawana Brawley ac-
cused white men of raping her in the late 1980s. “So when
Black men rape us we have to be silent,” Simmons asserts.
“When white men rape us, the whole community is up in
arms.” The Mike Tyson rape case, along with the gendered
lessons learned in South Africa, lit a flame of resistance that
Simmons and her supporters would keep burning through
the 11 arduous years it took to complete NO!
Although other Black women directors/producers
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